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adjust themselves to the changed conditions. The depleted and
curtailed transport services, mainly engaged in war transport,
proved unequal to the heavy task imposed upon them and
were strained to the breaking point
On account of the new changes the population of big cities
like Calcutta and Bombay (with more than 10 lakh people
each) rose within three years (from the time of the last cen-
sus of 1941 to the first quarter of 1944) by more than 88 per
cent. The population of Calcutta at| the beginning of 1944 was
about 31.41 lakhs as compared with 24.88 lakhs in 1941, and
of Bombay 25.19 lakhs as compared with 14.89 lakhs. The
population of towns like Ahmedabad and Cawnpore, ranging
from 4 lakhs to 10 lakhs each, increased by 44.4 per cent on
an average during the same period of three years.
So far as the development of new industries during the
war is concerned, it is the considered opinion of eminent per-
sons like Dr. John Matthai, that this war has1 retarded rather
than helped such development in India. In most cases only
the production of existing industries in older centres has been
increased. For example, the production of army boots, and
harness and saddlery has been increased ten to twelve times
their original figures but the production*has remained confined
mostly to old centres.
Some of the new industries making paints and varnishes,
a number of chemicals, clothing, bodies of vehicles, parachutes,
and a number of miscellaneous'articles have all come to be
located in old centres like Bombay, Calcutta and Cawnpore.
The location of paint and varnish factories may be taken as
an illustration. Of the 62 factories, 56 were located in the
neighbourhoods of Bombay (28), Calcutta (22), and Karachi
(6). Thus most of these new war industries, have only ac-
centuated rather than counterbalanced the general trend to-
wards industrial concentration in a restricted number of in-
dustrial centres and regions.
This industrial concentration aggravated by war condi-
tions, as already explained, has resulted in awful housing
conditions in most big cities and towns. Of the total popula-
tion of Bombay 74 per cent live in one room tenements; in
some areas of Bombay there is an incredible average of 15
persons to a room. Even in some of the upcountry towns,